COVID-19 TOURISM RESPONSE FUND
Application
Due by January 31, 2021, 11:59pm.
Return completed application to partners@rto7.ca

The Municipalities of Grey and Simcoe Counties and the Cities of Barrie and Orillia and Regional Tourism Organization 7 recognize the significant decline in tourism activity for many tourism dependent communities as a result of the COVID pandemic and wishes to help offset the high costs incurred by tourism-oriented businesses and organizations. This non-repayable contribution is limited to tourism SMEs (1-99 employees), Indigenous and Not-For-Profit tourism operators to help cover the cost of a COVID-19 related project (see examples of eligible project costs below). This funding is not for marketing or marketing related projects.

The COVID Tourism Response Fund provides $500,000, to be distributed by Regional Tourism Organization 7 in collaboration with Grey County, Simcoe County, City of Barrie and the City of Orillia for tourism-related businesses in the form of a one-time, non-repayable contribution of $2,500 -
$20,000.

*Applicants need to have a matching cash contribution of 20%.

Tourism Operators as defined by and according to Tourism HR Canada includes: Accommodation (hotels, motels, resorts, campgrounds, and recreational vehicle facilities), Recreation
and Entertainment (zoos, museums, theatres, sports facilities, amusement parks, government parks, heritage sites, hunting, fishing or outdoor adventure outfitters, and casinos), Food and
beverage services (restaurants from fast service to fine dining, as well as pubs, nightclubs, cruise ships, and convention centres); Travel services (retail travel agencies, wholesale tour companies, or corporate offices with their own booking divisions) and Transportation (companies that provide transport by air, land or water, and include airlines, bus companies, taxi companies, ferry services, and cruise ships).

Not for Profit Enterprises and Indigenous Organizations/Communities that support tourists. Retail stores heavily dependent on tourism may also be considered.
EXAMPLES OF ELIGIBLE PROJECT COSTS INCLUDE:

· implementation of health and safety protocols
· alterations to accommodate social distancing including expansion of patio space for restaurants (including tables, chairs, umbrellas) and/or acquisition of equipment like outdoor heaters to extend seasons
· the purchase of PPE and cleaning supplies for workers; and
· the acquisition and implementation of digital tools and operating transformations like virtual queue, timed entry ticketing or contactless check-ins

All expenses must occur between June 1, 2020 to March 31, 2021.

NON-REPAYABLE CONTRIBUTION APPLICATION DEADLINE IS JANUARY 31, 2021 11:59 PM.
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1. ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

If complete details and documentation are not provided at the time of submission, the application may not be considered. Please contact RTO7 for any questions during your application at partners@rto7.ca.
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[bookmark: Check1]|_|  Complete application submission

[bookmark: Check2]|_|  Located and operating within Grey County, Simcoe County, City of Barrie or City of Orillia

[bookmark: Check3]|_|  Serving the tourism industry as defined above

[bookmark: Check4]|_|  Provide quote/estimate/invoice of items referenced in your submission

[bookmark: Check134]|_|  Copy of Master Business License if Master Business License is not available copy of Government form that has Business Number listed on it (e.g., HST Form). Please show only the following information only - Business Name, Address and Business Number and the title of the government form.  DO NOT SHOW FINANCIAL DETAIL
[bookmark: Check6]
|_|  Tourism business operating prior to January 1,    2020

[bookmark: Check7]|_|  I understand that I will be required to provide results that indicate revenues, support services received e.g., market intelligence, demographic focused inclusivity training programs, leadership by under-represented groups and federal inclusive growth priorities in a final report that I must submit upon conclusion of this project.

2. Please check which county or city your tourism businesses is located - check one only.
|_|  Grey County 
[bookmark: Check9]|_|  Simcoe County 
[bookmark: Check10]|_|  City of Barrie 
|_|  City of Orillia

3. What is your business operating structure?
|_|  Partnership
[bookmark: Check14]|_|  Corporation 
[bookmark: Check130]|_|  Sole Proprietorship



4. Business Information.

[bookmark: Text1]Legal Business Name	     
[bookmark: Text35]Business Operating Name, if different from above	     	
[bookmark: Text36]Contact Name		     	
[bookmark: Text4]Position:			     
[bookmark: Text5]Master Business License Number (Business Number)	     

[bookmark: Text6]Business Address 1	     

[bookmark: Text7]Business Address 2	     

[bookmark: Text8]City/Town			     

[bookmark: Text9]Postal Code		     

[bookmark: Text10]Business Operating Address if different from above	     

[bookmark: Text11]City/Town			     

[bookmark: Text12]Postal Code		     

Please complete the following contact information
[bookmark: Text13]Email Address		     

[bookmark: Text14]Telephone Number	     

[bookmark: Text15]Website Address		     

5. Tell us about your activities.
Please check off all activities that you have undertaken or will engage in to create a more sustainable tourism business. Please check all that apply

Note: should your application be approved, you will be required to report back on the outcomes of your project, so please be as specific and realistic as possible.

[bookmark: Check15]|_|  Implementation of health and safety protocols

[bookmark: Check16]|_|  Alterations to accommodate social distancing e.g., expansion of patio space, permanent shields and other crowd control barriers

[bookmark: Check17]|_|  Alterations to extend your operating season e.g., outdoor heaters, wind breaks, roofs

[bookmark: Check20]|_|  Purchase of PPE and cleaning supplies for workers

[bookmark: Check19]
|_|  Acquisition of equipment to meet health and safety protocols - e.g., large scale disinfectant fogging machines, sanitization stations

[bookmark: Check21]|_|  Acquisition and installation of digital systems to allow for touch-less transactions e.g., virtual queue, timed entry ticketing, contactless check-ins, online ordering/pickup

[bookmark: Check131][bookmark: Text37]|_|  Other (please specify)       



6. Please outline your budget/expenses for your project. ONLY PRE-TAX EXPENSES ARE ELIGIBLE FOR REIMBURSEMENT. Please include copies of all costs and a summary of all the costs associated with your project and attach estimates/invoices and quotes to the application. Only those eligible pre-tax expenses will be considered for funding.
· List all Invoices or Quotes for this Project.  If you have a quote and an invoice please include invoice amount only.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Supplier
	Product/service purchased (description)
	Invoice Date or receipt identifier e.g. Costco Jan 2, 2021
	Invoice Base Amount (no HST)
	or Quote Base Amount (no HST)

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Please manually total columns 4 & 5
	Total
	[bookmark: Text28]     
	[bookmark: Text29]     



7. How will this project support your business in 2021 and beyond?
[bookmark: Text18]     
8. Compared to 2019 your revenue changed for the period of January 1 - December 31, 2020 by:


|_|  Decreased by 0% - 25%

|_|  Decreased by 26% - 50%

|_|  Decreased by 51% - 75%


|_|  Decreased by 76% - 100% 

|_|  No Change

|_|  Increased

9. Compared to 2019 your Cash on Hand for the period of January 1 to December 31, 2020 changed by:


[bookmark: Check28]|_|  Decreased by 0% - 25%

[bookmark: Check29]|_|  Decreased by 26% - 50%

[bookmark: Check30]|_|  Decreased by 51% - 75%


[bookmark: Check31]|_|  Decreased by 76% - 100% 

[bookmark: Check32]|_|  No Change

[bookmark: Check33]|_|  Increased

10. How many employees did you employ during your peak season in 2019? Full Time. If the owner is actively engaged in front line duties please include in the count, e.g., B&B owner that cleans the B&B and/or services the guests.

|_|  1 to 5
|_|  6 to 10
|_|  11 to 20
|_|  Other (please specify)

|_|  21 to 50
|_|  51 plus 
|_|  None

     




11. How many employees did you employ during your peak season, 2019? Part Time, Agency or Occasional.

[bookmark: Check41]|_|  1 to 5
[bookmark: Check42]|_|  6 to 10
[bookmark: Check43]|_|  11 to 20
[bookmark: Check47]|_|  Other (please specify)
[bookmark: Check44]
|_|  21 to 50
[bookmark: Check45]|_|  51 plus 
[bookmark: Check46]|_|  None

[bookmark: Text20]     

12. How many employees did you employ during your peak season, 2020? Full Time.

[bookmark: Check48]|_|  1 to 5
[bookmark: Check49]|_|  6 to 10
[bookmark: Check50]|_|  11 to 20
[bookmark: Check54]|_|  Other (please specify)
[bookmark: Check51]
        |_|  21 to 50
[bookmark: Check52]   |_|  51 plus 
[bookmark: Check53]|_|  None

[bookmark: Text21]     

13. How many employees did you employ during your peak season in 2020? Part Time, Agency and Occasional.

[bookmark: Check55] |_|  1 to 5
[bookmark: Check56] |_|  6 to 10
[bookmark: Check57] |_|  11 to 20
[bookmark: Check58] |_|  Other (please specify)
[bookmark: Check59]
   |_|  21 to 50
[bookmark: Check60] |_|  51 plus 
[bookmark: Check61] |_|  None

[bookmark: Text22]     

14. How many employees will/have you maintain(ed)/ hire(d)/recall(ed) as a result of this project? Full Time.

[bookmark: Check62]  |_|  1 to 5
[bookmark: Check63]  |_|  6 to 10
[bookmark: Check64]  |_|  11 to 20
[bookmark: Check68]  |_|  Other (please specify)
[bookmark: Text23]     
[bookmark: Check65]
  |_|  21 to 50
[bookmark: Check66]  |_|  50 plus 
[bookmark: Check67]  |_|  None




15. How many employees will/have you maintain(ed)/ hire(d)/recall(ed) as a result of this project. Part Time, Agency or Occasional.
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[bookmark: Check69]  |_|  1 to 5
[bookmark: Check70]  |_|  6 to 10
[bookmark: Check71]  |_|  11 to 20
[bookmark: Check72]  |_|  Other (please specify)
[bookmark: Check73]
|_|   21 to 50
[bookmark: Check74]|_|  51 plus 
[bookmark: Check75]|_|  None

[bookmark: Text24]       

16. How many employees will/have change(d) their job duties as a result of this project? Full Time.

[bookmark: Check76] |_|  1 to 5
[bookmark: Check77] |_|  6 to 10
[bookmark: Check78] |_|  11 to 20
[bookmark: Check79] |_|  Other (please specify)
[bookmark: Check80]
 |_|  21 to 50
[bookmark: Check81] |_|  50 plus 
[bookmark: Check82] |_|  None

[bookmark: Text25]     

17. How many employees will/have change(d) their job duties as a result of this project? Part Time, Agency or Occasional.

[bookmark: Check83]  |_|  1 to 5
[bookmark: Check84]  |_|  6 to 10
[bookmark: Check85]  |_|  11 to 20
[bookmark: Check86]  |_|  Other (please specify) 
[bookmark: Check87]
|_|  21 to 50
[bookmark: Check88]|_|  51 plus 
[bookmark: Check89]|_|  None

[bookmark: Text26]     

18. Please provide a short description that best describes what the project is about. Please do not include the information captured above. (max 500 characters)

[bookmark: Text27]     
19. What activities have your undertaken to ensure that this project will/has mitigate(d) the risk associated with current and/or future pandemic or new changes to public gatherings?


[bookmark: Check90]|_|  Did/Have you meet/met or communicate(d) with local Health Unit representatives to ensure that your plans meet/met the requirements of current health and safety measures or the measures that were in place at the time that your engaged in the activities outlined above

[bookmark: Check91]|_|  Have you reviewed the Province of Ontario's current Framework for Reopening the Province and are you in compliance with the measures outlined or were you in compliance during the time that you were open

[bookmark: Check92]|_|  Are you in compliance with all local government regulations related to COVID
[bookmark: Check93]|_|  Reviewed and verified that all activities that will be undertaken or were undertaken met the standards outlined to effectively mitigate the spread of the virus, e.g., chemicals used to sanitize equipment were of the proper type to accomplish the task effectively, all health and safety procedures were performed and verified as required in your plan

[bookmark: Check94]|_|  Supplied all employees with proper training and appropriate PPE to perform their duties safely
[bookmark: Check95][bookmark: Text40]|_|  Other (please specify)       

20. During times of COVID many businesses have started to purchase more local products/services - please check all that apply - for the purpose of this question local is within 100 kms. This question is for ongoing planning purposes.


[bookmark: Check96]|_|  Our business increased local purchases within 100 kms 
[bookmark: Check97]|_|  Our business decreased local purchases within 100 kms 
[bookmark: Check98]|_|  No change
[bookmark: Check99][bookmark: Check100]|_|  The product/service is not available at a competitive price from local suppliers
|_|  The product/service in not available consistently from local suppliers

[bookmark: Check101]       |_|  The product/service purchased is not available locally

[bookmark: Check102][bookmark: Text41]       |_|  Other (please specify)         


21. Please check off all that are applicable to your project.
[bookmark: Check103]|_|  This project requires(d) research and development to be completed

[bookmark: Check104]|_|  This project creates(d) productivity improvements for the business

[bookmark: Check105]|_|  This project will create(d) more commercialized products, services and processes

[bookmark: Check106]|_|  This project will realize sales directly from the commercialized products, services and processes



[bookmark: Check107]|_|  Was/will there be new intellectual property created or licensed

[bookmark: Check108]|_|  Was/will there be people receiving training/mentorship for technology implementation

[bookmark: Check109]|_|  The organization is a social enterprise

[bookmark: Check110][bookmark: Text38]|_|  Other (please specify)        



22. Jobs created/maintained. Please check all that apply.
[bookmark: Check111]|_|  Was/will there be management/supervisory jobs added or maintained

[bookmark: Check112]|_|  Was/will there be non-management jobs added or maintained

[bookmark: Check113]|_|  Was/will there be business or finance jobs added or maintained

[bookmark: Check115]|_|  Was/will there be professional or technical jobs in the natural or applied sciences added or maintained

[bookmark: Check116]|_|  Was/will there be manufacturing, or utility jobs added or maintained

[bookmark: Check117]|_|  Was/will there be other professional jobs added or maintained

[bookmark: Check114][bookmark: Text39]|_|  Other (please specify)      











































23. SELF-IDENTIFICATION SURVEY
We encourage you to complete the following self-identification questions. Your responses are voluntary.  Is this project/business led or majority led by one or more of the following under-represented groups as defined by the Government of Canada?

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES: refers to those persons who identify with at least one Indigenous group, (i.e., North American Indian, Metis or Inuit). "North American Indians" are those who are a Treaty Indian or a Registered Indian as defined by the Indian Act of Canada and/or who are members of an Indian Band or First Nation.)

WOMEN: means persons that identify as women (female).

MEMBERS OF OFFICIAL LANGUAGE MINORITY COMMUNITIES: This includes people who are part of Francophone minority communities in southern Ontario.

YOUTH: This includes people under 40 years of age.

PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES: This includes someone with a limitation in the kind or amount of a person's activity because of a long-term physical condition, mental condition or health problem.

NEWCOMERS TO CANADA: This includes immigrants or refugees who have been in Canada for a short time, usually less than 5 years.

VISIBLE MINORITIES: Visible minorities include someone, other than an Aboriginal person, who is non-white in colour/race, regardless of place of birth.

LGBTQ2+: is defined as persons who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, two-spirited as well as other identities, including but not limited to, non-binary, pansexual, asexual and intersex. For more information, please consult the following Treasury Board Secretariat webpage: https://www.canada.ca/en/treasury-board-secretariat/corporate/news/what-does-lgbtq2-mean.html

Based on the designated group definition, please check any of the following:
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[bookmark: Check118]|_|  Led or majority led by Indigenous Peoples 

[bookmark: Check132]|_|  Led or majority led by Women

[bookmark: Check119]|_|  Led or majority led by Members of Official Language Minority Communities

[bookmark: Check120]|_|  Led or majority led by Youth


[bookmark: Check121]|_|  Led or majority led by Persons With Disabilities 

[bookmark: Check133]|_|  Led or majority led by Newcomers to Canada 

[bookmark: Check122]|_|  Led or majority led by Visible Minorities

[bookmark: Check123]|_|  Led or majority led by the LGBTQ2+

24. SUMMARY

By checking the boxes below, I acknowledge the following:
[bookmark: Check124]|_|  I have submitted a copy of my Master Business License.

[bookmark: Check125]|_|  I confirm the information that I have provided here is correct and that I am the owner/operator of the company or have the authority to bind the corporation.

[bookmark: Check126]|_|  The project is complete, and the invoices are attached.

[bookmark: Check127]|_|  The project will be completed, and I understand that funding will not be disbursed until all invoices are submitted. Proof of purchases will not the accepted after March 31, 2021 and funding will not be awarded.

[bookmark: Check128]|_|  I understand that I will be required to provide results that indicate revenues, support services received e.g., market intelligence, demographics - focused inclusivity training programs, leadership by underrepresented groups and federal inclusive growth priorities.
[bookmark: Check129]|_|  I will submit all material to RTO7 by emailing the application and all supporting documentation to partners@rto7.ca.

25. Grey County, Simcoe County, City of Barrie, City of Orillia, RTO7 and the funders want to share your success in receiving this non-repayable contribution.  The use of your business name and description of your business may be showcased in media communications of any kind produced by or on behalf of Grey County, Simcoe County, City of Orillia, City of Barrie, RTO7 and the funders.  By placing your initial in this box, you are GIVING CONSENT to RTO7 to share your name and contact information with Grey County, Simcoe County, City of Barrie, City of Orillia, RTO7 and funders for this purpose.
[bookmark: Text32]     


26. Authorization

[bookmark: Text33]Print applicant name	           

[bookmark: Text34]Applicant signature	           
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